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The United Kingdom Forestry Standard 
(UKFS) is the technical reference 
standard for sustainable forest 

management in the UK. 

This Strategy provides an overview 
of contemporary Scottish forestry, 
and sets out a 10-year framework 

for action.

Policy Support for Improving Biodiversity

Biodiversity: The variety of plant and animal life 

(species), including genetic variation within species.



Maximum Biodiversity

The greatest biodiversity value comes from purely native woodlands: but woods and forests 

composed of mixed species, delivering multiple objectives, are also valuable. Biodiversity is 

influenced by location, composition, structure and other related factors. 



Site selection - Integration with other 
habitats

“As a general rule, try to locate 

areas of planting or natural 

colonisation of new native 

woodland so that they are 

adjoining or close to core woods 

in the networks.

Non-native tree species 

can play host to native 

species if located close to 

populations



Site Selection – the ‘right’ tree

ESC-GIS might evaluate habitat suitability for keystone and BAP 

species.

ESC allows you to assess species suitability. In future will be an 

ability to test different scenario options of tree species, native 

woodlands and open space. 



Site selection - Integration with other 
habitats



Planting of Key Species - trees



Planting of Key Species – ground flora



Creation of future habitat - Niches for 
Species

To help protect biodiversity in the face 

of environmental change, there is a 

need to designate and manage areas of 

habitat for rare and threatened species.



Creation of future habitat - Niches for 
Species



Creation of future habitat – challenges



UK Forestry Standard (UKFS).

Scotland's Forestry Strategy 2019 to 2029

NFI Woodland Ecological Condition - Forest Research

Developing Native Woodland Habitat Networks

Ecological Site Classification

Creating New Native Woodlands

Seed Sources for Planting Native Trees and Shrubs in Scotland

Establishing woodland plants in broadleaved woods - interim best practice guidance 
for conservation translocations

Niches for species: a multi-species model to guide woodland management

https://forestry.gov.scot/sustainable-forestry/ukfs-scotland
https://forestry.gov.scot/component/edocman/373-scotland-s-forestry-strategy-2019-2029/download?Itemid=0
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/national-forest-inventory/what-our-woodlands-and-tree-cover-outside-woodlands-are-like-today-8211-nfi-inventory-reports-and-woodland-map-reports/nfi-woodland-ecological-condition/
mailto:https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/17-developing-native-woodland-habitat-networks/download
mailto:https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/tools-and-resources/fthr/ecological-site-classification/
mailto:https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/6579/FCBU112.pdf
https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/18-seed-sources-for-planting-native-trees-and-shrubs-in-scotland/download
mailto:https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-research-report-1211-establishing-woodland-plants-broadleaved-woods-interim-best-practice
mailto:Niches%20for%20species:%20a%20multi-species%20model%20to%20guide%20woodland%20management

