
Winter oilseed rape; maximising 
production 

Mike Mann of DSV started the 

meeting by explaining how the 

recommended list data is 

generated.  He emphasised that 

on initial inspection of the 

recommended list differences 

within varieties were relatively small, but by looking at the excel version of the list which can be 

downloaded from the AHDB website, bigger differences could be identified. From this data 

different agronomy and nutrition decisions could be made to save on inputs and maximise yield.  

There were five named varieties and two provisional varieties (not yet named) in the trial. The 

details of the five named varieties are below: 

Higher numbers indicate a greater resistance to the disease or more beneficial the characteristic. 

This was the fifth meeting of the Ardoch of Gallery focus farm discussion group, 
considering practical and profitable ideas to improve the farm business.   
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Winter oilseed rape and 
drones 

Mike Mann of DSV and 

Peter Gray of W N 

Lindsay viewed Lindsay’s 

WOSR trial plots at 

Variety Dariot Incentive Archimedes Anastasia Artoga 

Resistance to lodging 8 8 8 8 8 

Stem Stiffness 7 8 7 8 7 

Shortness of Stem 6 6 6 7 6 

Earliness of flowering 5 7 6 6 7 

Earliness of Maturity 6 5 7 5 6 

Light Leaf Spot Resistance 6 6 6 6 7 

Fungicide Treated Yield (%) 104 108 98 110 104 



Meetings are free to attend and all 
farmers are welcome.   

For Ardoch of Gallery, contact farm 
facilitator David Ross in the SAC 

Stonehaven Office on 01569 762 305 or 
david.ross@sac.co.uk  

 
Farming for a Better Climate is funded by 
the Scottish Government as part of the 

Farm Advisory Service (FAS). The 
Climate Change Focus Farm programme 
is supported as part of its Veterinary and 

Advisory Services (VAS) legacy 
activities. 

Thomas showed the group how easy it was to programme a flight path over a field to 

photograph the growing crop.  The drone flies the field along a set course like the tramlines of 

the field, taking multiple images which overlap.  For example the drone may take 600 images 

for a 10 hectare field.  Once programmed the drone completes the flight unaided and returns to 

the spot where it took off.  The images are then downloaded from the camera on the drone and 

uploaded into a piece of software that joins the images together and creates one enormous 

photo.   

Jim Wilson then explained that the resolution ratio of this image is around 1 pixel to 1cm of the 

crop.  This high level of detail allows the image to be interrogated and examined to show 

differences in growth, plant counts, errors in fertiliser or spray application, weed populations 

and many other  growth factors.  The group was shown some examples of how this information 

along with weather data can be used to model the 

growth of potato crops.  This would then allow 

different areas of seed crops to be desiccated at 

different times, maximising the seed fraction in the 

crop.  Another potential example available in the 

future would be using drones to identify, and treat 

with herbicide patches of docks within grass fields. 

Drones; what can they do and how 

can we use them?  

Jim Wilson and Thomas Scobie from Soil Essentials demonstrated how 
drones can help inform management decisions.    

There are nine climate change focus 

farms in Scotland.  
 

Keep up to date with their activities at  

www.farmingforabetterclimate.org  

 

Find us on Facebook or follow us on 

Twitter @SACFarm4Climate 


